
ZURICH NETBALL CLUB AGM 2014 MINUTES  - WED 5th FEBRUARY 2014 

Present: Anna Currie, Jo O’Hora, Jess Dabbs, Leah Fitzpatrick, Jen Rudmalm, Gillian Towns, Jenny 

Evans, Louise Henbest, Vicky Mackay, Katherine Gordon, Konio Cotti, Claudia Almer, Christine 

Gutgesell, Philomena Marchetti. 

Minutes 2013 

Minutes of the 2013 AGM were approved by majority show of hands. 

Finance 

It was noted that for another year, the Club has a significant surplus of funds – Treasurer Jo O noted 

that while it is prudent to keep some funds back, ZNC is set up as a not-for-profit club and ways of 

using our annual surplus for purposes of club development should be looked at by the new 

committee.  

Suggestions from members included: 

1. Use the money for a one-off event, for example staging the Peppermill in Zurich 

2. Using some money towards helping members who participate in the Swiss Open squad with 

their travel costs 

3. Using some money towards travel costs for club members travelling to tournaments 

4. Using more money from communal funds towards social nights 

5. Keep the funds, bearing in mind that a new venue is unlikely to be free for hire 

It was also noted that however the funds are used, as far as possible it should be for purposes where 

the money can benefit as many members as possible. 

Membership Fees 2014 

A vote was then taken on the level of membership fees for the coming year; this was unanimously 

agreed to remain at current levels (100 CHF for a year; 55 for a half year or less; first two sessions 

free).  

It was noted that should ZNC find another venue with a semester hire charge, it would be necessary 

to look at this again; in the meantime, the cost of member ship is very good value compared to other 

fitness activities in Zurich.  

ACTION  

- Committee 2014 to investigate useful ways of spending some of the funds over the next year 

that would benefit as many club members as possible. 

- New committee to appoint Treasurer and ask for this year’s fees as soon as possible 

 

 

 



Committee 2014 

Afke Schouten, Katherine Gordon, Sophie Clutton, Clare Borland and Lara Schiedegger were voted 

onto the committee; Claudia Almer and Anna Currie were re-elected; all by a majority show of hands.  

Jo O’Hora volunteered to keep her position as Treasurer in the event no-one else wanted this 

position; this was also approved by a majority show of hands. Phil Marchetti will keep a permanent 

position as Club Coach.  

It was suggested that a new liaison with Netball Switzerland is appointed from within the new 

committee, since Peta is now busy with the Zug club and also intends to leave Switzerland this year. 

ACTION 

- Committee must name a President, General Secretary, Treasurer and Netball Switzerland 

Liaison and communicate this to the club. Other positions could be Publicity / Marketing 

Officer, Events / Social Secretary and Club Development, as in previous years.  

ZNC Statutes 

No amendments were received to the Club Statutes 

Discussion about Club Development 

1. Falling Attendance 

- It was suggested that recent poor attendance may simply be due to a combination of injury, 

pregnancy and house moves among a number of members who used to be regulars, which 

has led to a tipping point in the pool of regularly attending members.  

ACTION 

Committee 2014 should consider a recruitment drive, and events like Bring a Friend night. 

Also suggested was to increase Facebook posts, etc., to keep it in people’s minds during the 

week.  

 

- It was suggested that instead of continuing with training nights with small numbers of 

attendees, members should be asked to commit if they sign up to the Doodle; any night with 

a very poor sign up should be cancelled at a pre-arranged time. (For example, 4pm on 

Wednesday) 

ACTION 

Committee 2014 should communicate this new policy to members and strongly encourage 

members to commit if they put their name down to avoid a poor experience for everyone who 

does come.  

 

- It was suggested that the venue location may put people off coming, partly because of the 

tram timetable and where it is, and encourage more lift sharing might help. 

ACTION 

Committee to encourage anyone driving to let other members know so they can carpool, 

maybe via the Facebook page.  

 



2. Committee Priorities for 2014 

 

- It was noted by Phil that finding a new venue should take high priority this year, as the school 

roll is going to rise substantially from September and pressure on the school real estate is 

likely to be a lot higher – since ZNC is not a school club, it may be in danger of losing its slot 

ACTION 

Committee 2014 should seriously investigate other possible options this year 

 

- It was noted that ZNC won the Peppermill Trophy for the 2nd time in Oct 2013 but didn’t 

eventually host the tournament in 2013 so it would be great to attempt this. 

ACTION 

Committee 2014 should investigate one-off venues large enough to stage a tournament and 

coordinate this possibility with the Netball Switzerland committee. 

 

- It was noted that the Lion’s League format is beginning to get somewhat stale, and many 

members this year noted in feedback that they felt teams were quite uneven and led to a 

lack of enjoyment and poor commitment to teams. However, it was also noted that many 

members like the chance to play competitive matches and this can also contribute to 

attendance if people are encouraged to sign up for matches by team captains, so some form 

of competition within the club is still desirable.   

 

Alternative suggestions to the Lion’s League format put forward were: 

o  holding a monthly one-off Match Night with scratch teams 

o putting players into teams for the whole year and organising a series of Match Nights 

over the year 

o expanding the one-off friendlies against Zug and Basel into regular Wednesday night 

fixtures, since we could have the use of the hall longer than 20.30. 

ACTION 

Committee to investigate the possibilities for these alternatives and plan a schedule for the 

next year so people have plenty of time to get dates in their diaries.  

 

- It was noted that the website and Facebook pages could be used more effectively as a 

communication tool to members, to keep interest high, celebrate achievements and give 

individual members more of a profile.  

ACTION 

New committee to explore ways of using Facebook and website to improve community 

feeling between ZNC members.  

 

- Finally, it was noted that communication between ZNC and NS has slipped over the last year 

or so for various reasons. Re-establishing a better connection would allow for better support 

from the National committee for ZNC activities and allow ZNC to input opinions into the mix.  

ACTION 

Committee 2014 to work hard to communicate more frequently with NS and to appoint a new 

liaison from within the committee.  

 

 



Upcoming Events 

 

- Basel Friendly Sat Feb 22nd 2014 9am – 12.30 

 

- SOLA Lauf Sun 17th May 

 

AOCB 

All members present thanked Phil for her dedication to our netball cause, and presented her with a 

bottle of wine. The school cleaner, Rosa, was also presented with a card and 100 CHF from the club 

for her and her family as a token of thanks from the club. 

 


